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An Open Appeal
to the Minister of Health of Ukraine

August 14, 2015

To: Minister of Health of Ukraine

Kvitashvili Olexander

Copy: Deputy Minister of Health of Ukraine

Igor Pereginets

Dear Mr. Minister,

Ukraine is the leader in Europe for the spread of HIV. Also, Ukraine is still ranked second in
Europe, after Russia, in terms of spreading and mortality from tuberculosis. ! This is due,
primarily, to lack of Ukrainian Government’s attention to epidemic, reflecting in chronic under-
funding of treatment programs for HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. As a result, about 10 000 people
die from these epidemics in Ukraine each year! At the same time, many countries almost overcame
these epidemics by the introduction of large-scale treatment programs.

On June 30, 2015 CF "Patients of Ukraine" under the patronage of the Parliamentary
Committee on Health Care initiated a round table under the title: "How much does the
HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis treatment program cost in Ukraine?" For the first time,
deputies of Ukraine, representatives of governmental, patient, public and international
organizations discussed the urgent need of 100% state funding of HIV/AIDS and TB medicines
procurement for 2016. During the meeting, the round table participants reached a common
agreement concerning the importance of fulfilling Ukraine’s commitments to international donors
and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, who has been providing
considerable financial irrevocable assistance to our country over the last 13 years. The Grant
Agreement between the Global Fund and Ukraine provides the obligation to gradually scale up the
government’s guarantees and HIV/AIDS and TB treatment coverage. In case the terms of this
agreement are not fulfilled, there is a high risk of losing non-repayable financial assistance from
the Global Fund that, consequently, will cause a spread of HIV and tuberculosis epidemics and
increased mortality in Ukraine.

CF "Patients of Ukraine" warmly thanks you for participation of the Ministry representatives
in this event, as well as for the constructive dialogue and the readiness, which was expressed by the
Ministry of Health of Ukraine, to support the initiative of improving access to high-quality
prevention, treatment and care services for patients with AIDS and tuberculosis.

On behalf of all patients whose lives depend on the affordability of medicines and availability
of sustained access to them, we urge you, dear Mr. Olexander, to take into account the decisions
embodied in Resolution of the round table (Attachment #1 to the letter), which was signed by the
participants of the event. Now, during the formation of the draft State Budget of Ukraine for 2016,
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we strongly ask you to provide the Ministry of Finance of Ukraine with the budget request for 2016,
which will include figures representing the real need in state funding of HIV/AIDS and TB
treatment programs, namely:

* to provide in the budget request for 2016 funding to ensure the access of 79 167 patients
with HIV/AIDS (target for 2016 for the Ministry of Health of Ukraine according to the
National Programme on the Response to HIV/AIDS in the years 2014-2018) to continuous
treatment with antiretroviral drugs and laboratory diagnostics for HIV, laboratory support
of HIV infection and monitoring the effectiveness of antiretroviral therapy, taking into
account the inflation rate, changes in rate of a country's currency, taxes and fees, and cost of
drugs and medical devices at the time of procurement, but not less than UAH 669 476.6
thousand on ARV and UAH 535 417 thousand on HIV laboratory diagnosis, laboratory
monitoring of HIV infection and treatment effectiveness of antiretroviral therapy;

¢ to provide in the budget request for 2016 funding to ensure access of 7 300 people with
opioid dependence syndrome to drug substitution therapy — UAH 11 million;

* to provide in the budget request for 2016 funding to ensure access of 38 940 patients
with sensitive TB and for 9 086 of patients with multi-resistant tuberculosis to
treatment and diagnostics, taking into account the inflation rate, changes in rate of a
country's currency, taxes and fees, and cost of drugs and medical devices at the time of
procurement, but not less than UAH 638 577.7 thousand.

Similar appeals have been also sent to the National Academy of Medical Sciences of Ukraine
and to the State Penitentiary Service of Ukraine requesting to ensure the implementation of
previously agreed objectives on patients’ coverage in 2016. We ask you, Mr. Minister, to support
our initiative and address the leaders of these institutions with a request to use a unified approach
to budgeting while preparing the budget request for 2016.

The activity of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine will play a decisive role in forming the draft
State Budget for 2016.

We sincerely believe that allocating sufficient funds for meeting needs of existing and new
patients in 2016, in accordance with the objectives of the aforementioned national programs, will
emphasize the desire of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine to stabilize and improve the
epidemiological situation of HIV and TB and prove commitment of the leaders of the Ministry to
fulfill obligations to seriously ill Ukrainians, international donors and the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

Sincerely,

Dmytro Sherembey,

Chairman of the Foundation “Patients of Ukraine”

Attachment #1 to the letter: Resolution



