
Translation of the original appeal in Ukrainian 

An appeal to the Prime Minister of Ukraine regarding the state drugs procurement in 

2015 

Dear Arseniy Petrovych! 

We, the patient community and social activists believe that the development and implementation 

of health care policy is the first and the main function of the Ministry of Health and it is vital to our 

country. Without radical changes in the health care system Ukrainian nation is doomed to 

extinction. 

However, the safety of patients and their life is the highest priority for us! Unfortunately, these 

things are impossible in the absence of life-saving drugs, which are not available in hospitals today. 

That is why we insist on releasing the Ministry of Health from the procurement function. 

Exemption of the Ministry from the procurement for the next 4.5 years, as provided by the laws of 

Ukraine #2150 and #2151, releases creative potential of managers and experts of the Ministry of 

Health for health care reform implementation. At the same time it guarantees an uninterrupted 

supply of quality medicines for patients and corruption reduction, and hence the release of 

additional funds that were previously involved in corruption schemes and overpricing of 

medicines. After all, the Health Ministry is not the Procurement Ministry.  

On April 30 expires deadline, set by the Ministry of Health for starting the process of medicines 

procurement. Unfortunately, no official documents proving that the procurement process has 

already started, has been published by the Ministry of Health, namely: 

- No approved drugs nomenclature for the procurement in 2015. 

- No calculation of the amount of drugs that need to be procured in 2015. 

- Negotiations with the specialized international organizations, to which the procurement of 

medicines and vaccines will be transferred, are not formalized. 

- Despite the fact that the law # 2150 has been adopted 1,5 months ago, the buy-laws, without 

which the practical implementation of the transfer of medicines procurement to specialized 

international organizations is impossible, has not been developed yet. 

In order to prevent catastrophic failure in tender procurement, which occurred in 2014 and which, 

unfortunately, we forecast this year, we consider it necessary to urgently transfer the procurement 

of medicines and vaccines for all 18-state programs to international specialized organizations. 

We ask you, Arseniy Petrovych: 

 to take personal control of the immediate start of the medicines and vaccines 
procurement procedure via specialized international organizations, as provided 
by the Coalition Agreement and the Government Action Program. 

The CF “Patients of Ukraine” and the NGO “Anticorruption Action Centre” are ready to work 
together with the Ministry of Health and other institutions on developing the legislation on 
reforming the health care system and its implementation, because the future life of patients 
depends on the fast and quality reforms. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dmytro Sherembey, the Chairman of the CF “Patients of Ukraine” 

Vitaliy Shabunin, the Chairman of the “Anticorruption Action Center” 

 

 


