
 

 

 

 

Press- release 

21 October, 2014 

Kyiv 

“Black Tuesday” in Ukraine – the wave of the mass protests of patients 

Today, on October 21, mass protests of patients have been held in 17 cities of Ukraine and in Kyiv. 

The patients dubbed the day as “black Tuesday”. They demanded from the government to procure 

medicines for critically ill Ukrainians for simplified procedure immediately. For 21 days allocated 

by the Prime Minister to procure drugs after the last patients’ protest, only 6% has been purchased 

by the Ministry of Health of Ukraine. The only option left is to transfer the procurement process to 

the State Emergency Service and involve the patients to the negotiation process. This means that 

patients with hemophilia, tuberculosis, oncology, phenylketonuria, viral hepatitis, and 

hemodialysis are left without treatment that is guaranteed by the State. Sick Ukrainians are not 

able to purchase the drugs for themselves are left dying. In order to draw attention of the officials, 

they have come to the building of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and regional administrations 

dressed in black and covered the steps with black mourning cloth. 

It is important to note that today at night the Cabinet of Ministers introduced a large number of 

amendments to the official website “Public Procurements” increasing the number of carried out 

procurements from 26% to 35%. The overall number of tenders that have been “conducted” over 

night by the officials is 30 which it is almost doubles the numbers of tenders have been done by the 

Ministry during the past 21 days.  

“We are very surprised by such “productive” night work by the Ministry of Health, — says 

Dmytro Sherembey, the Chairman of the CF “Patients of Ukraine”. — However, if we 

can make the officials work by this actions, we will be under the Cabinet of Ministers every single 

day. All the information and statements made by Yatsenyuk about 1,7 billion UAH spent on 

tenders is nothing more than a lie. Even today a Deputy of Minister of Health Alyona 

Tereschenko while giving the interview to the media has stated that the Ministry of Health has 

procured medicines totaling only 400 mln UAH.  Everyone understands that right now there is 

an emergency situation with life-saving medicines in Ukraine. We just don’t have them and we 

won’t have them at all unless the Prime Minister responds to the demands of patients and 

doctors. The task of the Prime Minister regarding the procurement of medicines within the period 

of 21 days is completely failed! Now we see that two Resolutions of the Prime Minister can save 

the lives of the patients. The dugs procurement must be moved from the Ministry of Health to 

State Emergency Service. This is the only was possible in order to procure medicines for 

simplified procedure and put them through in the hospitals. This has to be done immediately, 

because there will be elections and reformatting of the Cabinet of Ministers will put the decision 

on hold for the unknown period of time.” 

“Right now there is an emergency situation with the life-saving medicine in Ukraine. We just 

don’t have them and we won’t have them at all if Yatsenyuk doesn’t respond to the demands of the 

patients and doctors, — says Dmytro Sherembey, the Chairman of the CF “Patients of 
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Ukraine”. —The situation is beyond critical. The task of the Prime Minister regarding the 

procurement of medicines within the period of 21 days is completely failed! Now we see that two 

Resolutions of the Prime Minister can save the lives of the patients. The dugs procurement must 

be moved from the Ministry of Health to State Emergency Service. This is the only was possible in 

order to procure medicines for simplified procedure and put them through in the hospitals. This 

has to be done immediately, because there will be elections and reformatting of the Cabinet of 

Ministers will put the decision on hold for the unknown period of time.” 

1607 people die every day due to the lack of medicines. Patients hope that on Wednesday, at the 

meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers will be decided to transfer the procurement of medicines to the 

State Emergency Service. Nevertheless, it is already cleat that the officials at the Ministry of Health 

are not going to give up the tidbit of earnings from the drug tenders and give the procurements to 

another department. Ministry of health “considers too risky to give the drugs procurement to 

another departments” – that is a message appeared on the website of the Ministry of Health 

yesterday. 

“What have prevented the Ministry from conducting the procurements for the past 3 weeks that 

have been allocated by the Prime Minister, — outraged Dmytro Sherembey, the Chairman 

of the CF “Patients of Ukraine”. — Why now do they believe that they can do what they have 

not been able to make done for the past 10 months? Enough lying to patients and conduct 

experiments to see how long can they live without much-needed medicines. It will be a mass 

murdering and the Prime Minister will be responsible for it personally if he won’t do everything 

possible to procure the medicines for simplified procedures”. 

From now on only the Prime Minister can solve the situation with his decision: to leave the drugs 

procurement at the Ministry of Health that has conducted only 26% of the procurements during 

the past 10 months or to transfer it to the State Emergency Service in order to procure medicines 

for simplified procedure and involve the public to the process. 

“Few years ago the State Emergency Service has already purchased medicines for patients with 

hemophilia. Then the situation was very critical, just like now, - says Tamara Bazylchuk, the 

mother of the 11-years old boy with hemophilia. – It has been done only for hemophilia 

treatment, but it’s been done quickly enough and the drugs have been delivered to the hospitals in 

a relatively short time. I really hope that this time around the Prime Minister will decide to do the 

same and my son will receive the much-needed medicines very soon.” 

Should be noted that three weeks ago the patients have already come out to protest under the 

building of the Cabinet of Ministers demanding to procure the medicines immediately, because the 

tenders have been failed and the Ministry had conducted only 20% out of necessary purchases. As a 

result the Prime Minister has suspended the Minister of Health and promised the patients that the 

drug tenders would be conducted within the period of 21 days. However, as of October 21 only 6% 

of procurements out of necessary 80 had been made. Till the present time all the tenders for the 

drugs procurement for patients with HIV, TB, hepatitis, children oncology, children and adult 

hemophilia have been blocked. 

“Today we are meeting the Prime Minister of Ukraine in Lviv so that he could see with his own 

eyes the mourning that is awaiting all the patients in this country – says Chairman of the Lviv 

regional branch of the All-Ukrainian Network of People Living with HIV, Dmitry 

Tyhac — The patients will picket the building of the Cabinet of Ministers in Kyiv and we will 

picket the field meeting of the Government in our city because our lives depend on the decision of 

Yatsenyuk, he can save us”.   
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We would like to remind that as of today the Ministry of Health procures medicines for patients of 

Ukraine for the 18 of the severe and rare diseases, including AIDS, tuberculosis, hepatitis, cancer, 

hemophilia, phenylketonuria, cystic fibrosis and others.  

CF “Patients of Ukraine” has repeatedly drawn attention of MoH and the Cabinet of Ministry on the 

situation with the drugs procurement in Ukraine and suggested various ways out of the situation 

that worsened with every day. All the offers of the patients have been ignored, the medicine are still 

not procured. All the letters, publications, pickets, actions and demands to fire and punish those 

who are responsible for the failure of tenders have been IGNORED by the Government and Prime 

Minister. 

2014 will be marked as an absolute failure of implementation of the government 

programs! 

 

Contact: 

Natalya Krasnenkova, 067 465 54 26 

Oleksandra Ustinova, 067 550 15 70 

 

 

 

http://patients.org.ua/en/2014/04/30/patsiyenti-zaproponuvali-farmatsevtichnim-kompaniyam-tri-varianti-po-spasinnyu-zhittiv-ukrayintsiv/

