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Activists “switched on” a countdown and every morning they remind the officials 

about the close deadline for drugs procurement allocated by the Prime Minister. Patients 

picket Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine with a huge banner on which 6-year-old girl Nona 

with hemophilia shows how many days are left to drug procurement for patients of 

Ukraine.  

 

During 14 days from 21 allotted by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine for 

emergency drugs procurement for seriously ill Ukrainians the Ministry of Health managed 

to procure only 2%. Agreements were reached on 6 of 241 lots which must procure the 

Ministry this year.   

"3 weeks ago we got a personal promise from Prime Minister of Ukraine Arseniy 

Yatsenyuk to speed up medicine procurement which had to be procured at the beginning 

of the year - said Dmytro Sherembey, Head of CF "Patients of Ukraine "- During 10 

months of work the Ministry of Health procured only 22% of essential drugs. But even 

after the promise from Arseniy Yatsenyuk, we see that the work is going at the same 

speed. Only 2% of drugs were procured by the officials at 2 weeks. If the situation does 



not change, the “army of patients” will not have medicines to treat oncology, hepatitis, 

tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS in 21 days allocated by the Prime minister”. 

As known, 2 weeks ago, hundreds of patients and community activists picketed the 

Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine with the request to procure drugs for seriously ill 

Ukrainians. They brought hundreds of pairs of shoes that symbolized the deaths of 

patients, if the government will not carry out tenders for state drug procurement this year. 

According to the website of state procurements at that time the Ministry of Health held 

only 20% of the necessary tenders. 80% of drugs were not procured. 

The result of this public speech was the removal of the Minister of Health Oleg 

Musiy and dismissal of the Head of Tender Committee Ruslan Salyutin. Vasyl 

Lazoryshynets was appointed as an acting Minister, who should procure medicines in 21 

days, to be exact - on 21st of October all drugs should be procured. 

"The question is – would officials carry out tenders at the same speed if their 

children were waiting for them - Tamara, a mother of 11-year-old Andrew with 

hemophilia, is outraged. – Every day my child asks me if all goes well, realizing that he 

no longer takes drugs, the situation which we used to frighten him when he refused to 

take drugs. During 11 years of fighting with the disease of our son, we have never found 

ourselves in such a terrible situation like today, when it is passing the 10th month of the 

year and there are still no drugs."  
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