
 

 

No. 178 dated 04/08/2014 

To: Chairman of the board and chief executive officer, Merck & Co. 

Kenneth C. Frazier 

Copy to Merck & Co. top management: 

Paul Schaper 

Lukas Pfister 

Karin Hagen 

Andy Dyson 

Copy to Representative of  Merck & Co. in Ukraine: 

Ildar Seytyagyayev 

Copy to US Ambassador to Ukraine:  

Geoffrey R. Pyatt 

Dear all! 

Under extremely challenging political and economic situation in Ukraine currently 

when the war and political and economic crisis unfold, Patients of Ukraine 

foundation jointly with other Ukrainian patient and civil society organizations are 

calling on you, 

the headquarters of Merck & Co. with a demand:  stop making money on 

Ukrainians with life-threatening conditions and undertake a humanitarian 

action by supplying the medicines to Ukraine in the amount equal to that done 

last year.   

Despite the positive changes in Ukraine commencing after the overthrow of the 

previous government’s corrupted regime, today we face an enormous risk to run out 

of medicines to attend the needs of ordinary patients. The reason lies in a deep 

political and economic crisis, devaluation of the national currency and the war in the 

East of Ukraine. We want to underscore that scarce funds to procure drugs allocated 

by the previous government for Ukrainian patients constituted just 40% of their 

needs. This year the numbers were reduced twice due to the devaluation of hryvnia 

(Ukrainian currency) and imposed additional VAT on medicines, the funds cover 



only 20% of the needs. In other words, the 80% of funds to procure medicines are 

missing.  

That was the reason why during the last months patients’ community had continually 

been appealing to pharmaceutical companies with a demand to demonstrate their 

social responsibility and support Ukrainian people by means of offering social "anti-

crisis prices" while applying for public procurement tenders. That said, we expect the 

price offers for consideration of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine should not exceed 

those in 2013. Keeping prices at 2013 level by pharmaceutical companies or giving 

humanitarian aid to compensate the lack of medicines would help to avoid a 

humanitarian disaster in the country and would save the lives of thousands of 

Ukrainian patients, because this step would enable the Ministry of Health to receive 

the amount of medicines equal to that previous year.  

According to the results of envelopes’ opening procedure for applications submitted 

within the frame of tenders to the Ministry of Health of Ukraine, it became clear that 

some pharmaceutical companies had ignored the calls of the public and the Ministry 

of Health and had submitted bids with excess of 30-60% as compared with the last 

year's prices. For example, your company submitted offers on the drug Raltehravir, 

tab., cap., pills, 400 mg. at the price level exceeding 2013 prices by 60 %; Tenofovir 

+ Emtricitabine + Efavirenz, tab., cap., pills, 300 mg/200 mg/600 mg. by 40 % ; 

Peginterferon alpha amp., flac., ant., 50 mg/0.5 ml by 56%; Peginterferon alpha amp., 

flac., ant., 80 mg/0.5 ml by 56%; Peginterferon alpha amp., flac., ant., 100 mg/0.5 ml 

by 56%, Peginterferon alpha amp., flac., ant., 120 mg/0.5 ml by 56%; Peginterferon 

alpha amp., flac., ant., 150 mg/0.5 ml by 56%. 

We, the patients of Ukraine, consider such pharmaceutical business policy in relation 

to Ukraine, the country surviving now the most horrific hardships in Europe, to be 

unacceptable. According to 2013 estimations, every day in Ukraine 1607 citizens dies 

of such diseases as tuberculosis, AIDS, cardiovascular conditions, cancer, etc. In case 

medicines are procured within the state healthcare programs at inflated prices, most 

Ukrainians will be deprived of the chance to get medical treatment. This will cause 

more deaths, and, in the meanwhile, a humanitarian disaster in the country, which 

currently already takes unbelievable efforts to survive.  

We, Ukrainian patients living with various diseases, are calling on you with an urgent 

request - do not leave our country and our citizens without essential drugs during the 

heaviest year of our recent twenty years. We ask you to do everything possible to 

sign contracts with the Ministry of Health of Ukraine about the supply of drugs 

at the fixed prices which are equal to the previous year, or compensate the lack 

of medicines in the form of humanitarian aid:  making it possible to deliver the 



same amount of drugs to hospitals as it was done last year. Please provide the 

official response on behalf of your company by 6 August 2014.  

Only this step will enable continued treatment of Ukrainian patients with severe 

diseases and prevent deaths.  

Please send your responses addressed to Dmytro Sherembey, Patients of Ukraine, 

Head of the board, e-mail: Dmytro.S@patients.org.ua.  

Contact person - Inna Boyko, Patients of Ukraine, Project Manager 

Inna.B@patients.org.ua.  

 

Dmytro Sherembey 

Head of the board  

CF “Patients of Ukraine” 

 

  

 

Volodymyr Zhovtyak 

Head of the Coordination 

Council  

All-Ukrainian Network of 

PLWH 

 

 

 

Sergiy Fedorov 

Executive Director 

AHF Ukraine 

 

 

Natalia Onipko 

Chairman  

CF “Zaporuka” 

 

 
 
 

 

Tetiana Leman 

Chairman  

Ukrainian public 

association of promotion 

of  the fight against cancer 

"Ukrainian Federation of 

Cancer" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oleh Martyniuk 

Chairman  

Patients’ NGO “Spark of 
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Hope” 

 

Sergiy Dmytriev 

Chairman  

Kharkiv Department of 

“All-Ukrainian Network of 

People Living with HIV” 

 

 

 

 

Yulia Kutyk 

Head of the board  

CF “Treasury of Hope” 

 

 

 

Natalia Vynnyk 

Executive Director  

NGO “Immune Shield of  

Nation” 

 

 

 

Yevgenia Panichevska 

Chairman  

Association of parents of 

children with Autism 

 

 

 

Olena Stryzhak 

Head of the board  

Cherkasy Department of 

“All-Ukrainian Network of 

People Living with HIV” 

 

 

 

Valentyna Yurchyshyna 

Head of the board  

All-Ukrainian NGO 

“Association for Disabled 

and Patients with Chronic 

Lymphoproliferative 

Disorders” 

 

 

 

Valentyn Desyatnyk 

Executive Director  

CF “Tabletochky” 

 

 



Oleksandr Shmilo 

Head of the board  

All-Ukrainian Community 

of Hemophilia 

 

 

 

Oxana Vashchenchuk 

Deputy Head of the board 

NGO “Eney Club” 

 

 

   

   

 


